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VILLAGE OF

HISTORY, CHARM, AND SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY.

Reuben Blakley, PE
Division 8 Engineer
121 DOT Drive
Carthage, NC 28327

January 5, 2026
Dear Reuben,

We hope this note finds you well as the holiday season comes to a close. We want to thank you and
your team’s efforts conducting the public meeting on the most recent NC-DOT proposal for the
Pinehurst Traffic Circle. You are probably reviewing the many comments from citizens, as our we, on
this important topic for our Village.

We have a few developments at our end to share with you. In addition to reviewing comments,
various Council members have been meeting with residents to personally hear their thoughts. We
also now have two news Council members---Kevin Fitzpatrick and Jeramy Hooper—as a result of this
past November election. Both have first-hand knowledge of Pinehurst and this particular issue.

The Council has decided to designate Mayor Pro Tem Taylor and Councilman Hooper to continue the
meetings with NC-DOT that Mr Taylor and | began this past summer.  Finding a solution that
combines safety with the efficiency to deal with increased traffic while preserving the ambiance and
history of the Village of Pinehurst —is the over-riding objective of all of us.

There is a general consensus among Council members that NC-DOT’s proposal to add a new circle at
the intersection of Airport Road and Midland Road is a good one, as is only allowing right turn into
and out of Beaver Lane on Midland Road. Though, a resident has raised the issue of possible use of
eminent domain on their property.

The proposal to connect route NC 211 with Midland Road by going through the northern end of the
Circle is a general concern to Council members for several reasons. The as-yet undefined need to
acquire land from a number of property owners via eminent domain resulting from the widening of
NC-211, US 15/501 north of the Circle and Midland Road near the Airport Road intersection is a
significant concern, as is the possible need for and design of noise mitigation. Additionally, the safety
implications of creating intersections and adding as many as 20 traffic lights seems both in conflict
with established research and an unnecessarily urban design with major impacts on the aesthetics
of our historic Circle, the gateway to our Village for visitors and residents alike.
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Finally, most of the comments or questions we receive from our residents wonder why other, less
costly changes couldn’t be made over the next 12-24 months in advance of the 2031 anticipated
start date. These range from the addition of a few more lane dividers, earlier signage approaching
the circle, rumble strips, brightly painted signage on the approaching roadways, speed limit signs in
the Circle itself and metered stop lights for use during peak hours. They have also suggested some
alternative reconfigurations, some of which were studied last year.

Mr. Taylor and Mr. Hooper will be in touch with you in the near future. We very much hope we can
reach agreement on some incremental improvements, and look forward to continuing to work with
you on a longer-term solution.

Doug Wil!ardg, Village Manager




